The McLean family of Holywood
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(photo courtesy of Nigel Henderson)

The imposing McLean monument in the Priory Graveyard traces the family tree of the McLean
family in Holywood from 1821 to 1985. Although barely remembered today, all made a
significant contribution to society in Northern Ireland — particularly in the legal and military
spheres.

The monument was erected after the death of James McLean in 1892. It was a fitting tribute
to a man who left assets of £20,986 - about £2.5million in current value. The monument is a
curious mixture of architectural styles. It is mainly Romanesque in style with elaborate
rounded arches and columns but with the addition of Celtic symbols and script.

The inscription on the headstone reveals that James was born 7 December 1821 in Stranraer,
New Brunswick. It seems likely that his father, Captain John McLean, brought the family back
to Belfast on one of his trans-Atlantic trips. This advertisement from the Belfast Commercial
Chronicle of 19 May 1827 may be for one of his voyages.

NOTICE TO PASSENGERS
FOR QUEBEC.

Those who enzaged ia the fine Brig

DIANA,
== Captain M‘LEAN,

Are requesed to be in Belfast to the remainder of their
Passaze Money, and go on Boa THURSDAY, the 24th
of May, as the Vessel will cle ith all despatch after

i T.G. FOLINGSBY.
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James’ younger brother, John, also became a sea captain.

As confirmed by the inscription on the headstone, James was married to Elizabeth Bryson.
The Belfast Commercial Chronicle of 30 April 1843 carried the announcement of the marriage.
Dr Henry Cooke was the famous minster of May Street Presbyterian Church in Belfast.

On the 26th instant, by the Rev. H Cooke, D.D LL.D
James, eldest con of Captain John M*Lean. of this town, to

:i:::.bctb. eldest daughter of Mr. Joha Bryson, of same

At this time James was already working as a clerk in the office of John Suffern. Three years
later he was taken on as a solicitor’s apprentice in the same firm at a salary of £150 per
annum, officially admitted as a solicitor in 1851. (It was possible to qualify as a solicitor after
7 years’ experience.)

Unfortunately, relations between James and his previous employer seem to have become
very strained. In an extraordinary case heard in Belfast in March 1853, James represented his
brother, John, who sued Suffern for non-payment of wages.' John McLean was the Captain of
the Rosalie, of which John Suffern was part owner. John had apparently worked for him for 9
years and was paid £10 per month, reflecting his ability and experience.

The Rosalie was a cargo ship - in 1852 it carried Indian corn from Constantinople. During the
case bitter personal attacks were made on James MclLean’s integrity since both brothers were
employed by Suffern and there was a perceived conflict of interest.

The case was complicated by Suffern’s counter claim that he had incurred extra expense when
the authorities in Queenstown had wrongly accused John of smuggling cigars found on board
the Rosalie (apparently a gift from a shop’s chandler and shared with Suffern). The second
mate had apparently sailed the boat to Portsmouth without authority, possibly to deliver the
rest of the cargo. Suffern had then dispatched James McLean and his father (also a captain)
to bring the boat back. However, the jury found in favour of John McLean and awarded him
£52.17. 2d plus 6d costs.

Captain John McLean, their father, seems to have died in 1862."

" Dee. 8. at 104, Malone-road Belfast, Captain John
M‘Lean, late of Stranraer. el

It is unclear what became of James’ brother John, though he may have been the Captain John
McLean who was later appointed Superintendent of the Belfast Sailors’ Home in Corporation
Street. He had certainly died before 1880 when his daughter, Elizabeth, married Rev James
Morell of Glenwherry Presbyterian Church at James’ home in Holywood.  Sadly she died from
typhoid six months later.
MOKELL— \‘LEAN—April 20, by special llcense, at
Plsamer dyn, Holy wood the residence of the uncle of the
bride, by the rev. Joan H. Morell, father of the brids-
groom, aesis'ed by the Rev, Henry Halliday, M. A.,
T.0.D., the ev.James Morell, R.A., of Glenwherry,

Uounty Antrdm, to Elizbeth, only daughter of the
_late John 'Lean, of Holywood. :
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TO THE James MclLean set up in practice as a solicitor in
MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND TOWN COUNCIL-

Arthur Street and seems to have enjoyed
LORS OF BELFAST.

_ _ | considerable success. He was undoubtedly
ENTLEMEN,—AS THE RESIGNATION

of Mr. Bates has placed at vour disposal two | ambitious. In July 1855 he published an open

appointments in this Borough, I beg to become a | letter in the Northern Whlg explaining Why he
Candidate for the situation of TOW \ CLERK. | ] o ' .

If, however, 1 should happen to be unsuccessfal | Was uniquely qualified to be appointed as either

in my election thereto, then permit me to rupu-sln Town Clerk or Town Solicitor. Seemingly the
the favour of your suffrages for the office of TO WN

SOLICITOR; and, in the event of it being your | Council did not share his view and he was
pleasure to confer on me either the forx.nor or latter unsuccessful.

appointment, 1 shall endeavour to discharge the
various duties incumbent thercon with the utmost |

James was active in representing those opposed
circumspection. |
With reference to the legal and other qualiica=t tq the relaxation of laws regulating public

| tions which those offices re !puuul_\ require, | pre- ‘

to is, on my part, un- . houses. The Belfast Newsletter of 23 May 1856

sume that any allusion there ‘
necessary ; for being tolerably well known to a great : reported that in a ceremony attended by 30-40
many of your body, and also to almost every res ‘ .
spectable inhabitant of the town, it would, there fore, . overseers of public houses, James MclLean had
be very unbecoming to laud my own ¢ apabilities, or been presented with several valuable books “
emwploy a single epithet of self-commendation. ' '
I have the honour to be, ' the purpose of marking the high sense they
foncenss, ; entertain of his able and successful advocacy of
Your most obedient,
JAMES M‘CLEAN, Sclicitor. the great cause of moral reform.”
Belfast, 3, Chichester-Street, .
&d July, 1855, i

James subsequently went into partnership with James Boyle in 1866. The firm became known
as MclLean, Boyle, and McLean, when his eldest son James joined the practice in 1869. His
youngest son, Robert Edward, also joined the practice. The partnership was dissolved in
February 1891 with the retirement of James Boyle. The firm changed the name again to James
McLean and Son in 1888 when his son James became a Resident Magistrate.

In 1868 James was appointed Sessional Crown Solicitor for Co Antrim, an appointment in the
gift of the Lord Lieutenant, with a salary of £1,500 a year. The Newry Commercial Telegraph
of 2 March 1867 quoted a glowing testimonial from the ex-Mayor of Belfast, Mr Mullan:

“I can confidently assert that | know of no appointment which would give equal satisfaction
to all creeds and parties in this county. Your professional fitness and long experience is too
well known to require any remark from me: but | can say your thorough knowledge of all
commercial and social matters affecting this great community with your ability, integrity, and
gentlemanly bearing, eminently fir you for the office you seek.”

Although James had lived on the Malone Road in Belfast, by 1857 he was leasing 8 acres at
Ballykeel on the outskirts of Holywood. He lived in the exclusive area known as Plasmerdyn
on Church Road, Holywood. James also acted as a Town Commissioner in Holywood in the
1880s.
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In addition to his legal practice, James took a
keen interest in politics. He became highly
active in registering Conservative voters."

James McLean was elected as a Conservative
in September 1862, with 207 votes, to fill a
vacancy on the council for the Smithfield Ward
at a time when Sir Charles Lanyon was Mayor
of Belfast.

In 1885 his son James acted as election agent
for the strongly anti Home Rule candidate,
Colonel Waring, who was returned as MP for
North Down in 1885. The Belfast Weekly News
of 5 December 1885 described the scenes of jubilation in Holywood.

Hovvwoop, Wxzpyespay Niour.—Great enthn.
siasm prevalled in Holywood yesterday over th
return of Colonel Waring as member for the North
Division of Down. The red ensign wus sent
the top of the May-pole, end bunting was dis-
Inyed in soveral parts of the town. About seven
o’clock in the evenivg the Holywood Conservative
Flute Band proceeded from their headquarters in
the Orange Hall along the Belfast Road, where
they met the Knocknagonev Conservative Fluta
Band on their way to Holvwood, The Holywood
Baod tarned with their frmeods. avd the two
bands, playing siternately a seleclion ol lively
airs, marched vhrough High Streei, Church Strees,
aud Church Road. When opposite the vicarage,
the residence of the Rev. J. B. Crozier,
several hearty cheers were given, ufte
which they procesded to Plasmerdyn, th
residence of Mr. James M'Lean, jun.
the indefatigable district sgent for the Couserva.
tive party. Hore cheers were given with great
beartiness for Mr. M'Lean, skyrockets being dis-
charged at the same time from the grounds sur-
rounding Plasmerdyn. Tbe bands naxe procesded
bv Church Road, Millbrook Street, Victoria Road,
Croft Road. Bangor Roal, High Street, Charch
Street, Church View, sud Downshire Road, back
again to the Orange Hall in Sullivan Place. A
very large crowd of persous ol both sexes and of
all ages accompanied the bunds in their parambu.
lation, a number of young lads mwarchiug four
deep in the rear of the baods giving veut to ther
entlhusissm by singing sowme of the popular melo-
dies of the day, and alternating these with re-
peated cleers for Colonel Waring, and an occa-
sional booh for Mr. Brown, or on passing the resi-
dence of some of his supporters. The fifcs and
drams of the loeal L.O. lodgea, Purple 8tar and
Royal Standard, were also out during the evening,
and attracted a large following, and bonfires were
also lighted on some of the hills above Holywood.
Previous to re-entering the Orange Hall, the
Holywood band played * God Save the Queen,”
after which the large asssemblage quietly dia-
persed.
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James died on 17 November 1892, aged 71. In his will he made provision for his wife Elizabeth
(Bryson), sons John, Robert Edward and daughter Mary Elizabeth but excluded his eldest son
James. In his opinion James was already well provided for!

The Belfast Newsletter of 21 November 1892 reported on the large funeral which took place
in First Holywood Presbyterian Church on Bangor Road and noted that the flag on the
Maypole was flown at half-mast.

Later all four of James’ children are interred with him.

James (1847 - 1916)

James’ eldest son attended Hillbrook School, close to his home at Holywood and run by John
Turpin, MA. An advertisement published in the Northern Whig of 16 July 1864 extolled its
virtues:
HILLBROOK SCHOOL is delightfally
situated in one of the most bealthy parts of the
County Down, [t is close to the Sea, aad the Pupils
bave the advantage of excellent Bathiog., The House

in commodious, and well supplied with Hot aod Cold

Water Baths, &e.
Tbe Boys have the use of & Field of 5 Acres for

Cricket (close to the Seashore),

The following Gentlemen recently passed their Exa.
wivations, from Hil brook School : —
EXAMINATION FOR ATTORNEY'S APPRENTICRS,

Mr, H. Swith,

Me. J. M‘Lesn.,

Me. T, Canningham,
James subsequently qualified as a solicitor in 1869 and joined his father’s firm. In December
1888 he was appointed Resident Magistrate in Tuam, Co Galway, where he remained for the
next nine years. On his transfer to Monaghan, the Tuam Herald described him as “a good

fellow all round.”

One of his most celebrated cases was that of Joseph Fee of Clones. In December 1903 Fee
was brought before James at a special court, charged with “wilfully and feloniously murdering
a man whose remains are not yet identified.” YThe victim was discovered in a manure heap
belonging to Fee and was subsequently identified as a man who been missing for several
months. As an RM, McLean was only involved in the preliminary stages of the case, but no
doubt followed it closely. Fee had three trials but was eventually found guilty by a jury and
hanged in Armagh.

After six years in Monaghan, James was transferred to North Down. By 1900 he had returned
to live at Plasmerdyn with his mother and sister Mary Elizabeth. His mother died in 1901. On
his retirement in September 1911, James presented with an illuminated address, a solid silver
tea tray and two salvers by his fellow magistrates."' He was elected to the Holywood Urban
District Council where he was appointed Chairman in 1912. He resigned in January 1916,
planning to go into partnership with his brother Robert Edward who was solicitor to the
Council and also serving in the army. Unfortunately, James died three months later at
Plasmerdyn on 14 April 1916.
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James did not marry until he was 39. His choice was Matilda McCombe, the widow of a
Holywood solicitor, William Walter McCombe. They married in London in 1888, just before
he took up office in Tuam. Her only surviving son from her first marriage died in 1891. She
seems to have preferred to live in England, spending her latter years in Bailey’s Hotel, London.
They had no children. On his death she donated £50 to sponsor the “James McLean Bed” in
the Ulster Volunteer Force Hospital'!. Matilda died in Sussex in 1941.

The Belfast Newsletter of 29 April 1916 reported the tributes paid to James McLean at the
Holywood Petty Sessions.

THE LATE MR. JAMES M'LEAN, HOLYWOOD

At Holywood petty sessions Mr. S. Paxton

' Cowany J.P., who presided, made a sympathetic
‘refetenée to the death of Mr. James M'Lean,
Plas Merdgm. He said the deceased gentleman

wd¢ resident magistrate for that divisien of

(Gowtit¢’ Down for a number of years, and his

kindly dispositions and genial manners endeared

him to all who had the pleasure of his acquaint.

~ance,” He desired. on his own behalf and that of

L

. his” “brother magistrates, to tender to Major

M‘Lean and Miss M'Lean their gincere sym-
. pathy in the irreparabie loss they had sustained
m_the death of theix bruthes,

John (1850 - 1894)

John was born on 19 September 1850. He attended Wellington Academy in Belfast (where he
was awarded a prize for spelling and derivation in 1862) and Trinity College and, unlike his
father and brother, chose to become a barrister. He was called to the Bar in January 1873. Six
years later he married Mary Swan, whose father was Assistant Commissary General Frederick
G Swan. They settled in Dublin, where most of their 7 children were born.

In the late 1880s John decided to change course and become a solicitor. He completed his
solicitors’ exams in 1889 and returned to Holywood soon afterwards. He bought a house
known as Athelstane in Demesne Road, Holywood. When it later was put on the market in
1921, it was described as “a delightfully situated detached villa residence...with almost half
an acre of land.” John’s father died two years later, leaving him his properties in Cape Street
and Garnet Street, Belfast.

Sadly, John died 30 July 1894 from Bright’s Disease, aged only 43. He left a widow and 6
surviving children, the youngest aged only 3 months. In the 1901 census Mary was still living
in Holywood with the eldest daughter, Mabel, and the two youngest children. The older sons
were at boarding school in England and lleen Mary was working as a governess.

In 1905 John’s widow, Mary, emigrated to Canada with Florence, the youngest child. She
married Arthur Prowse in Canada a year later. She was later joined by three of the children:
Victor James in 1904, Gordon in 1909 and Mabel in 1910. All made their permanent home in
Canada, although Gordon later moved to Los Angeles, where he worked as a Police officer
employed by 20th Century Fox. He was the only Mclean to have male heirs.
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Mary Elizabeth (1857 - 1945)

Mary Elizabeth never married. She died 20 May 1945 at Plasmerdyn, having outlived her
siblings. Her nephew Herbert Smellie was the executor of her will.

Robert Edward (1859 - 1936)

Like his older brother, Robert Edward was educated at Hillorook Boarding and Day School in
Holywood initially, where he was awarded a prize in June 1870V, They were two of the “500
sons of merchants and professional gentlemen” the school boasted of having educated.* He
subsequently attended Inst and received his law degree from Trinity College, Dublin. After
being sworn in as a solicitor on 11 February 1884, he joined his father’s firm in Belfast.

Robert Edward was also a very accomplished sportsman. In 1876 he captained the Inst team
to victory in the very first Ulster Schools Challenge Cup final against Methody. He later was
captain of the Dublin University side and played for Ireland between 1881 and 1885 as a
three-quarter back. Robert was also a keen cricketer and golfer.

His obituary also reveals that he followed in his father’s footsteps as legal adviser for the
Belfast Water Commissioners.* He represented them for about 50 years and was instrumental
in getting several Acts of Parliament passed, both at Westminster and at Stormont. In
addition, he served as solicitor to Holywood Urban District Council.

Robert Edward married Mary Arminella Garratt of Holywood in 1896. They had two sons:
James and Joseph Richard Garratt, named after both grandfathers, as well as a daughter Mary
Elizabeth. In September 1895 Robert Edward invited tenders for the building of a houses and
stables at Plasmerdyn, designed by the architect G.L.W. Blount.®

However, by 1906 the Mcleans had moved to Mertoun Hall, a large property at
Knocknagoney. It was the original Mansion House of the Harrison estate. The Esporta Sports
and Leisure Complex is now located on the site of the original Mertoun Hall, while the
Maryfield complex includes the original stable block. Morris May, Stormont Minister of
Education, was one of the last private owners.

Robert Edward, like his father, was a Unionist and was active in local politics. The North Down
Herald and County Down Independent of 1 December 1899 reported that at a public meeting
held in the Holywood Town Hall in support of soldiers fighting in the Transvaal, Robert Edward
seconded the motion:

“That, while we deplore war and earnestly desire to live at peace with all men, we are of the
opinion that our government is justified in its course of action in the present crisis and is bound
to defend the rights and liberties of our fellow countrymen in South Africa.” He was elected to
a committee to organise funds to send out a supply of tobacco to the troops.
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FIRST BATTALION NORTH DOWN REGIMENT

Mobilisation at Bangor. .
The 1st Battalion of the North Down Regi-
ment of the Ulster Volunteer Force was mobi-
lised last evening, when about one zhouun'd
men, including the Bangor, Holywood, Helen's
Bay, Conlig, Craigavad, Clandeboye. Groomsport
nns Cottown oontmgont';h assembled :ln _the
Castle demesne. e men carried rifles,
?n‘; ‘::re in charge of Mr. R. E. M'Lean, Holy-
wood, Mr. F. G. M‘Guire being second in com-
mand, with Mr. R. A, Heath adjutant, and Mr.
F. J. Brice assistant adjutant. The men under-
went battalion drill in the ous demesne, and
performed the various ml.iz% evolutions with
remarkable precision and skill. The Dowager
Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava. Lnn?
mione Blackwood, and Sir- Robert -al
Kennedy were interested ors. The
talion, by a sq of mounted men
drawn from the Bangor section, afterwards
marched through the town, accompanied by a
fife and drum band. The streets wrhu lined with
English and Scottish visitors, who were evi-
dently impressed by the imposing parade. The
men ':.'lisg'anded at the railway station, and the
outlying battalions departed by the trains leav.
ing Bangor at 10-30 p.m.

—_

Her-
Lady
bat -

A staunch Unionist, Robert Edward was President
of Holywood Unionist Club for several years. He
became involved with the Ulster Volunteer Force
from its formation. He was commander of the 1t
Battalion of the North Down Regiment of the UVF
and involved in training the volunteers.
Manoeuvres were carried out at Clandeboye.

The Belfast Newsletter of 14 July 1914 reported
enthusiastically on the parade by a thousand men
in Bangor demesne under the command of R E
McLean of Holywood.

The handwritten Roll of Honour of the First Battalion also lists Robert Edward’ s nephew RRB

McLean.

(courtesy of Nigel Henderson)

The McLeans in the First and Second World Wars

The parish church in Holywood has commemorated seven family members who served in
both wars, including two who were killed in action.

Guest author: Ruth Allister

McLean Family of Holywood
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(photo courtesy of Barry Niblock)

Robert Edward McLean and his sons

Robert Edward (RIR)

o — — —

13TH BAHALIO&'—B'I' BIFLES“’ Robert Edward enlisted with the 13t Battalion
DOWN VOLUNTEERS. Royal Irish Rifles on the outbreak of war but

continued to train men at the camps at

8 THE ABOVE REGIMENT MAY BE| (landeboye.

Savies. ks ey ALy wometiing thou)d wow
active ce, it t

bodo: to . a o‘yimwbyu;: 2:‘::: His wife, Mary Arminella, and his sister-in-law

as
?i. mo::?iﬁcluiﬁc:oz q-um.dd ht?c ;hcix eo::. Leah Garratt were active on a committee
w. we

aolgld“&e:y %lﬁpo‘mnee. 1t has been decided | Organising home comforts for the troops.

b e e ey ey vk froed

mng, m s 3 .

::: different :.nc. of (l!‘:uml.‘y ni-n..n}‘ is 1,,,,:2 A later advertisement suggested that a

22‘&1‘5’3&‘3&2'%&'“&’2& of the Regi:| lightweight waterproof cape costing 6s.3d

g:“-sz{;;g’gﬂgn .‘;‘(" .n“c‘o.um“nt‘:.i;. would make a most acceptable present for

Mrs. PERCEVAL MAXWELL, Finnebrogue:| troops and invited orders.
Downpatrick, County Down.
Mrs. R E. g;mx, Mertcun Hall, Holywood,
Count. win.
Mrs, BBJCE. Cuan, Comber, County Down.
Mn.CoW. It)?m b , Gilford,
unt wn. |
Mrs. BUR‘OUGHS, care of Messrs. Brice & Son,
Main Street, Bangor, County Down,
In order to further the above scheme, organ-
isers of work parties and other friends are asked
éo;c co-operate by communicating with the Hon.

Miss LEAH GARRATT,
HELEN'S BAY, County Down,
In February 1915, the Gazette reported his appointment as temporary Captain.

13th Battalion (County, Down)—

Temporary Captain Robert Edward
McLean to be temporary Major. Dated 1st
February, 1915.
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The Belfast Newsletter of 9 June 1915 reported that all the volunteers from the Holywood
district, who had joined Kitchener’s Army, were entertained to tea in the Town Hall on the
eve of their departure. They were led by Colonel McCammon, Major R E MclLean and
Sergeant-Major Briggs. The volunteers were welcomed by Robert Edward’s brother James
McLean, JP, then Chairman of the council, who praised those who had volunteered but urged
those who were still hesitating to come forward.

The Belfast Newsletter of 2 March 1916 announced that Robert McLean of the 15t County
Down Volunteers, who had been doing duty at Clandeboye, had been attached for duty to
the 18™ (reserve) Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles. He saw service in France, Belgium and
Italy. In February 1917, the Gazette reported his appointment as Temporary Major.

During 1917 Major McLean took part in a number of court martials in N Ireland which suggests
that he was not then serving abroad. In July 1918 Major RE MclLean was transferred to the
General List. At the end of the war, he was awarded two medals — the Victory and British
medals.

2nd Lieutenant Joseph R G McLean (A & S H)

Joseph Richard Garratt
McLean  was  Robert
Edward’s younger son,
born 31 December 1898.
In 1911 he was a pupil ata
small boarding school,
Mourne Grange, run by
Mr Allen Carey in Kilkeel
with the aim of preparing
boys for public school. The
boys wore a royal blue
blazer with white edging

and a dark blue cap with the badge of the Carey family.*

An advertisement placed in the Newsletter of 25 June 1900 stated that “... the healthy climate
is particularly suited for delicate boys.” One famous ex-pupil was the Conservative politician
Michael Heseltine who attended in the 1940s.
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ARGYLL & SUTHERLAND Joseph later attended Cheltenham College. In April 1916 he

HI passed the exams for a military cadetship. After training at
Sandhurst, he had enlisted with the Argyll and Sutherland
Regiment. He died on 9 May 1918, less than 5 months after
going to the Western Front.

WHY ARENT YOU ONE OF THEM ?

GO AND ASK FOL PARTICULARS FAOM
YOUR POST OFFICE or
THE NEARIST DRILL HALL &
THE NEAREST AMCRUITING OFFICE -

H{‘:LE.E"” ..Tll--l.'l.tl Helinpd i3] Dee 88 Arg., k Sof
(Farratt HI;L'.-_'

Mores Mentione in Despatches.
SEC-LIEUT. JOSEPR R. GARRATT MLEAN, Argrll and
© Sutherland Highlanders, killed in action on the Sth inst.,

was the youngsr son of Major R. F. M‘Lean, Royal Irish
Rifles, of Mertoun Hall, Holywood, and was 19 years of
:g-. He was educated at Mourne Grange, Kilkeel, and

tenhain College, and obtained his commission in the
Regular  Army through the Royal Military College, Sand-
hurgt, in September, 1916, going to the Western front
on 26th December last. His elder brother, Lieutenant
James M‘'Lean, who is serving in Palestine, was wounded
in November last. TAree cousins of these officers have
also figured in the casualty lists:—Lieutenant F. G. S.
M'Lean, 67th I'unjabis, who was taken prisoner by the
Turks at the fall of Kut-el-Amara, but was so badly
wounded that the enemy left him behind; Captain R, R.
®. M'Lean, Indian Army, who was twice wounded in
Mesopotamis; and V. J. M'Lean, Canadian Forces, who
was badly gassed and wounded in the early part of ths
w‘r.

S —— 1 ——— L ————— - - - . —— . — - — -~

(Belfast Newsletter 24 May 1918)

His father applied for his Victory Medal and received his personal effects, which included the
sum of 3s 1d.

He is commemorated on a panel in the Tyne Cot memorial in Belgium as well as in the parish
church at Holywood, St Philip and St James.

Guest author: Ruth Allister McLean Family of Holywood 11|Page



(photo courtesy of Barry Niblock)

The Northern Whig of 25 April 1921 reported that the magnificent memorial tablet in the
church was unveiled by his father, Major R E McLean. The names of the 42 fallen parishioners
are inscribed on a white marble plaque, surrounded by a carved gypsum border. In the
corners of the frame are carvings representing Faith, Hope, Love and Peace, surmounted by
the motto “Faithful Unto Death.”

Major McLean was also chair of a committee
set up to organise a public war memorial in
Holywood to commemorate the 108 from the
district who died. In August 1919 they
selected the design by Leonard S Merrifield of
Chelsea, which created a 6-foot statue in
bronze of a soldier on guard, mounted on a
base of Portland stone. The names were
inscribed on a bronze plaque on the base.

(Photo © Albert Bridge (cc-by-sa/2.0)

The memorial was unveiled at a public ceremony in November 1923, when Commandant W
Webster read aloud the names. This was preceded by a service in the parish Church. Major
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McLean led a parade of ex-Servicemen of the district, accompanied by the Royal Standard
Flute Band.

James McLean (RIR)

James was Robert Edward’s older son born 16 May 1897. He also attended Mourne Grange
prep school in Kilkeel. He obtained his commission with his father’s regiment in January 1916,
soon after leaving school. James was attached to the Royal Irish Fusiliers and was deployed in
Palestine where he was wounded in November 1917.

BELFAST OFFICER: WOUNDED.
| Lieutenant J. M‘Lean, Royal Irish Rifles,
sttached Royal Irielk Fusiliers, who is ofi-
cially reported wounded, is the eldest eom ‘of
Major R. -E. M‘Lean, Mertoun Hall, Holy-

wood, *a , well hown Belfast solicitor, . who
has been serving ‘in the army since 1914.
Lieutenant M'Lean obhmod his commission
in: Jamuary, 1916, and his second eter in
| July, 1917. It is ‘understood that his in-
juries were slight.

Northern Whig, 14 January 1918

Unlike the rest of the family, James had no interest in pursuing a legal career. He sailed on
the Ceramic to South Africa on 29 August 1931, intending to farm. Curiously, he was
accompanied by his cousin Frederick. At the time of his father’s death in 1936 he was living in
Southern Rhodesia. He died at Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) on 24 February
1948. Evidently James was no longer a farmer but was employed in the Posts and Telegraph
Department. He was still single and living at the Midlands Hotel. Apparently, he been suffering
from gallstones and a perforated duodenal ulcer. He is buried in the Gwelo Cemetery.

John McLean’s sons

Frederick Garratt Swan MclLean (67th Punjabis, Indian Army)

Frederick George Swan McLean was the son of John McLean and nephew of Robert Edward,
born in 1899. Frederick clearly intended to make his career in the army. After attending
Sandhurst, he enlisted in the Leinster Regiment in September 1909. At the end of that year
he was posted to India, where he spent the next two years. By 1911 he was a Second
Lieutenant, serving with 2nd Battalion the Leinster Regiment in Jullundur in the Punjab. He
was fluent in Hindustani. He later transferred to the Indian Army.

INDIA OFFICE, 1st May.
The King has approved the admission of the following officer to the
Indian Army :—
To be Lieut. :—Lieut. F. G. S. McLean, by exchange from Prince of
Wales’s Leinster Regt. (Royal Canadians) : 2nd May, but to rank
from 18th Dec. 1911.
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Frederick joined the 19th Punjabis, an infantry regiment of the British Indian Army. They were
sent to Mesopotamia in November 1914, principally to protect the Abadan oil refineries, vital
for the supply of petroleum to the Royal Navy. He was wounded in the advance on Baghdad
on 3 December 1915 and again on 7 December 1915 four days later.

With heavy casualties suffered by both sides, the British force, under General Townshend,
retreated to the small city of Kut-el-Amara. Here the British and Indian troops were quickly
surrounded by a newly reinforced Turkish army of 80,000 men. The town was besieged for
five months by the Turks before being forced to surrender. The prisoners were marched
hundreds of miles into the Ottoman Empire under dreadful conditions. According to
newspaper reports, Frederick was so badly wounded he was left behind, which ironically
probably saved his life. He was part of a prisoner exchange in 1916 and taken to hospital in
India.

Although promoted to major on 8 May 1918 and attached to the 67th Punjabis, it seems likely
that, for health reasons, a long-term military career was no longer possible. He returned home
from Bombay on the SS China on 15 June 1923, giving his address as Plasmerdyn, Holywood.
Four years later, he qualified as solicitor, joining his uncle’s law firm now at 71 High Street,
Belfast.

On 21 December 1933, he was invited to formally open the new cinema in Holywood, built at
a cost of £5,000. The owner, Mr John Turner, pledged to supply the town with “wholesome
entertainment.” The first film screened was “The Silver Dollar.”

In 1934 Frederick was appointed a Resident Magistrate. In the same year he married Violet
Garrett, also from Holywood and the daughter of Hugh Littlewood Garrett. Her father was
well known as the managing director of Dunville and Co and President of Distillery Football
Club. Hugh had succeeded Robert Edward as President of Holywood Unionist Association but
had resigned over the thorny issue of temperance. Hugh died in 1925.

Major McLean and his wife had no children. He retired in January 1954 and he and his wife
moved to Goose Field, Aldeburgh, England, where he died on 25 July 1956. His wife died in
1968.
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Death Of Former
Resident Magistrate

Major F. G. S. McLean

WE record, with regret, the death
at Aldeburi.h. England, last |,
week, of Major F. G. S. McLean,
fermerly Resident Maeistrate for
‘he Bail ena and Coleraine dis-
{ricts. He retired from this tion
4 few years ago and his health had
Leen indifferent for some time.

Before going to reside in Englang.
Major McLean's home was at Randal
Tark. Portrush. He was a memba:w
of the Council of Royal Portrush
Colf Club. As a Resident Magis-
t'2te, he discharged his duties fear-
lessly and impartially. He had .
keen understanding of the frailties
of human nature and where he
thought it was merited, he tempered
ustice with merc{

Major McLean had many frieads
in legal and other circles throughouat
Ulster, all of whom have learn2d
of his passing with deep regret.

(Ballymena Observer 03 August 1956)

- e

Robert Reginald Balfour McLean (Mahratta Light infantry, Indian Army)

Robert was born in 1892 and educated at a boarding school in Somerset, followed by
Sandhurst.

In 1912 the Army Lists include him as a Second Lieutenant with the Leinster Regiment, but he

resigned in September 1913 to join the Mahratta Light Infantry and attained the rank of
Captain.

INDIAN INFANTRY, 1415

Regt. Contre—Satara, Uniform—-Scarlet,
Linked with=osth & 1ioth Mabratta Lt. infy. . Facings—Black.
Ist Battalion, 103rd Mahratta Light Infantry.
Ralsed in 1768, and was originally designated the 2nd Battalion of Bombay Sepoys. Became the 1st Bn,, 2nd
Regiment of Bombay Native Infantry, 1796 ; the 3rd Regiment of Bombay N, 1., 1824; the 3rd Regt. of ﬁom.

Native (Light) Infy., 1871 ; the 3rd Regt. of Bom, (Light) Infantry, 1885 ; the ard Bombay Lt. Infy, 1901;
present designation, xgos‘.‘

Mysore * ““Seedaseer ”’ ‘“Seringapatam ’* ** Beni Boo Alli.””
: ““Mooitan ** *“‘Goojerat ” ‘‘Punjaub?’’ ““ Abyssinia.”
Composition=—1 Company of Dekhani Mahrattas, 2 of Konkani Mahrattss, 1 of Dekhani Musalmans,

CoroNeL—Major-General Frederick D, Mander ., . . . . . . 13 May 1904.
Honorary Coroner—Hony. Colonel His Highness Maharaja Siv

Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj, 6.c.5.1,, G-C.1.B., G.C.V.0., LL.Dy

of Kolhapur . . .+ « . . . 4« . . . e e e e e 1 January 1915,

Robert was twice wounded in Mesopotamia, but his injuries seem not to have been serious.

His regiment also took part in the siege of Kut-el-Mar. He spent some time in Holywood and
joined the Masons in June 1918.
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Robert married Aida Mary Sullivan in Cork in 1919 and returned to
India two weeks later. That shows dedication! He was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel and spent the remainder of his military career
in Secunderabad, India.

They had one child, Eileen Mary, born in Bombay. In 1945 she
married Major Thomas Weguelin of the Royal Army service Corps
in Secunderabad.

Robert and Aida returned to Tonbridge Wells in Kent. In
retirement, Robert became involved in Conservative politics. He
was elected to represent Chevening on Sevenoaks RDC in April
1947. Aida died in October of that year. Robert resigned from the Council and moved to out
of the area the following year. Robert remained active in the British Legion and was President
of the Hawkhurst Branch. He died in 1964 in Kent. The Weguelins also returned to England
and Eileen died in Hampshire in 2006.

Victor James Francis MclLean (Alberta Dragoons)

Unlike his two brothers, Victor had not planned a military career. Victor was born in 1887. He
emigrated to Canada in 1904, intending to join his older brother Gordon and his mother.
However, with the outbreak of war, he followed their example. On 23 September 1914 he
enlisted with the 19th Alberta Dragoons, which formed part of the Canadian Expeditionary
Force. Victor gave his occupation as “contractor foreman”. He nominated his brother Gordon
in Fiske, Saskatchewan as his next of kin. In his will he left everything to his mother Mary, now
also living in Fiske.

Victor served in France with the Canadian Light Horse. In 1915 he was injured when his horse
fell into a shell hole and crushed him as it rolled over. Later he was gassed on two occasions.
In 1917 he was given permission to marry Gladys Shayer whom he met while convalescing —
and changed his will!

Victor was discharged on 22 September 1919, with the rank of Sergeant. He
returned to Alberta in 1919, where he and Gladys set up home. They had no
children.

Victor was also active in the Progressive Conservative party. As a member of
the Corps of Commissionaires watchmen, he narrowly escaped being shot by
a gunman in July 1950.4" He died 15 April 1968 near Winnipeg.

Guest author: Ruth Allister McLean Family of Holywood 16 |Page



CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE

and is now discharged from the service by reason of

403610
DBCHARGE CERTIFICATE Ve service e
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THIS IS TO CERTIFY that No. /.7/ ¢ (mmk) ”/(;7/
Name (in fall) D : enlisted in
the ...

4
CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE at._ Mw o meﬁ%%g{

Demobilization. Y
-Medical UrMitirese,-

Beight L L D>
AT o%s

Complexion

THE DESCRIPTION OF THIS SOLDIER on the DATE below is as follows:
Marks or Scars

T ek,

//A

Eyes

Hair

%%]a o r

Date of Discharge

R e R

%c/

Dater Jelefim= = el

T
N.B.—As no duplicate of this Certifieate will bo
unstamped envelope to the S

’IJ-B. B9A.
H.Q. 1772-39-882.

-18.

, any person finding same is requested to forward it in an
ary, Militia Council, Ottawa, Canada.

Post war

Major R E McLean and his wife continued to play an important role in the community. Mary
had been active during the war in the women’s suffrage movement, being elected President
of the Holywood Society. When women were granted the right to vote after the war, she
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became an enthusiastic and generous supporter of the USPCA. Robert Edward was active in
the British Legion, the Masonic Order, the Unionist Party and as a vestry man in the parish
church. On 4 July 1931, the North Down Herald and County Down Independent reported that
Major McLean had generously presented Holywood LOL 785 with a side drum used at the
Siege of Derry.

Robert Edward was selected as one of six Unionist candidates to contest the elections for the
local council in 1920 but was unsuccessful. He continued his legal practice, where he was
joined in 1927 by his nephew Frederick.

In 1933 the MclLeans bought 6, Upper Crescent, Belfast, a large terrace house, for £675.
Robert Edward died there on 7 October 1936.

MR. ROBERT E. McLEAN. ,

The death took place on October 7 at lis
residence, 6 Upper Crescent, Belfast, of Mr.
Robert 1. McLean, M.A., one of the oldest |
and hest known solicitors in the North of
Ireland. For half a century he acted as legal
adviser to the Belfast Water Commissioners.
and during that time he sponsored nine Acts|!
of Parliament, six of which were passed at
Westminster and three at Stormnnt. He was
cducated at Trinity College. Dubllin, Hell
captained the Dublin University Rughy side
and played for Ireland in eleven international
malches. He was also a keen cricketer and |
represented his country in several inter.
nationals, He was a member of the Tniver-
sity Club, Dublin, the Ulster Club, Belfast.|
and the Constitutional Cluh, FLondon. and he|'
lield a high rank in *he Masonic Order. Hel:
is survived by his wife and son and daughter.
His son is in South Africa, !

His funeral was private which seems unusual for such a well-known figure but followed the
pattern set his brother. It was reported that the flag at the Belfast Water Commissioners was
flown at half-mast as a mark of respect. He had been associated with them for almost 50
years. Following his death, his widow and daughter returned to live in Demesne Road,
Holywood.

Second World War

One of the casualties of the Second World War was John McLean ‘s grandson, Captain John F
Smellie. In 1910, lleen Mary McLean married Nicholas Sarens Herbert Smellie, a bank official.
They had met when she was working as a governess. They had two sons, John Frederick, and
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Herbert. John (known as Jack) was born 21 January 1914 in Cork, where his father was
working. Later the family moved to Ealing, Middlesex.

After her husband’s death in 1922, lleen remarried
Ernest Wood in England but returned to live at
Lindisfarne, Demesne Road, Holywood with her two
sons. The boys were unmarried.

John Frederick studied law at Queen’s University,
Belfast and qualified as a solicitor. He was also active in
the Scouts movement at Holywood.

John joined the Northumberland Hussars, Royal Artillery
on 30th November 1940, transferring to The Glider Pilot
Regiment on 17th September 1942. He took part in the
Normandy Landings as part of Operation Tonga.

John died on 23rd September 1944 during Operation Market Garden. He was the Officer
Commanding of 4 Flight, B Squadron, No. 1 Wing. He is buried at Arnhem.

His grave bears the inscription:

Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 1 Thess. IV.14.

SMELLIE, Capt. JOHN FREDERICK, 15842]. Ist
Wing, Glider Pilot Regt., A.A.C. 23rd September,
1944. Age 30. Son of N. S. H. Smellie, and of
[leen M. Smellie, of Holywood, Co. Down,
Northern Ireland. 6. A. 4.

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND
REMEMBRANCE OF TH(

CONGREGATION WHO GAVE THE

AND COUNTRY IN WORLD WAR 193

THE RAIL AND MARBLE STEP ARE ERECTEL

THE PARISHIONERS OF HOLYWOOD

CAPT THOS O. CORRIN. rA
F/SGT J STEWART HILL. RA ¢
CAPTIJOHNN ESMELLIE. GLIDER PILOT REGT

(photo courtesy of Barry Niblock)

Jack is commemorated on plaques in the Royal Courts of Justice, Belfast, Queen’s University,
Holywood Parish Church and on the McLean family monument in the Priory Graveyard at
Holywood as well as the War Memorial in Holywood.
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Robert Edward’s wife died 24 June 1956 in Belfast City Hospital. She had returned to live with
her daughter at 83 Demesne Road, Holywood.

The death of their daughter Mary Elizabeth (Molly) on
30 October 1985 marked the end of an era. She was the
last of the McLean line. The memorial in the old Priory
Graveyard fittingly began with James McLean born in
1821 and ended with the death in 1985 of his
granddaughter Mary Elizabeth, whose name was
inscribed on a plaque added to the stone base

The inscription at the top reads:

“I will ransom them from the power of the grave

| will redeem them from death.”

Hosea 13:14

i Belfast Mercury, 11 March 1853

i Waterford Mail, 10 December 1862

i Belfast Telegraph, 21 April 1880

v Belfast Mercury, 31 July 1856

Y Northern Whig, 17 December 1903

Vi North Down Herald and County Down Independent, 29 September 1911
Vil Belfast News-Letter 08 December 1916

vil Belfast Newsletter, 25 June 1870

* Northern Whig, 30 July 1878

* Belfast Newsletter, 08 October 1936

X Belfast Newsletter 26 September 1895

Xi https://www.newry.ie/newry-100-years-ago/mourne-grange-school-1900-1971
Xit WWinnipeg Tribune, 17 July 1950
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