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Belfast Banking Company, Warrenpoint Branch, 1 Queen Street, Warrenpoint, Co. Down 

The Belfast Banking Company was formed in 1827. From that time to 1914 they opened around 48 

branches around the north of Ireland. Following partition, in 1923 they sold their branches (and 

staff) south of the border to the Royal Bank of Ireland.  

 

In 1914, ‘…. constitutional conference, called by King George V …. broke up without having 

reached agreement. Despite this the Belfast Bank showed its confidence in its future by opening 

two branches in 1914, at Pettigo and Warrenpoint’. 

Source: The Belfast Bank 1827-1970 -Noel Simpson (Blackstaff Press Limited on behalf of Northern 

Bank Limited, 1975) 

 

Ordnance Survey historical maps held by PRONI show the Queen Street site as empty until the bank 

was built in 1914. Series 4 (1905-1957) was the first map to show the bank. Two plots are split by a 

wall. The side wall to the bank is built in red brick whilst the garden side wall is rendered. This may 

be an indication that the plots were purchased separately and joined at a later date. A review of the 

title deeds would add considerably to this record. 

 

The Belfast Banking Company, Ltd.—Open every Tuesday and Friday from 10.30 till 2  

Source: Newry and Mourne in 1914 (Newry and Mourne Museum, 2015) 

 

Above the branch was the branch manager’s house over 2 floors and an attic.  As the branch 

required more space, the house would have been used as offices and storage areas. 

 

The bank is mentioned in articles held by the British Newspaper Archive website 

(www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk). 

 

20th February 1915 – Belfast News Letter 

Prince of Wales National Relief Fund – Donations by branch staff or customers 

Miss M J Bell   £1 

Miss Susan Bell   10s 

Mr John M McCluskey  10s 

Miss E M Larkey  4s Total £2 4s 0d 

 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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20th January 1916 – Belfast News Letter 

Drumboe House, Rostrevor – To Let – Apply Manager, Newry or Warrenpoint 

 

9th July 1927 – Belfast News Letter & 15th July 1927 – Portadown Times 

Legal case re a deposit receipt 

 

9th July 1943 – Belfast Telegraph 

Death notice – E A Brill, formerly branch manager 

 

17th September 1946 – Belfast News Letter & 18th September 1946 – Northern Whig 

Death of Mr Jas Davidson JP.  In attendance, Albert Bingham, official in branch 

 

27th September 1947 & 25th October 1947 – Belfast News Letter & 25th October 1947 – Northern 

Whig 

Princess Elizabeth 

 

1950s – Old Warrenpoint Forum – ‘xpaddy’ posted on 14th October 2009 

‘Bobby’ taken across from Belfast Bank 

 

6th February 1954 – Belfast Telegraph 

Ulster Wills – Robert William Callaghan, Manager 

 

19th February 1959 – Belfast Telegraph 

Warrenpoint Golf Club. 2 branch officials mentioned. Mr A Bingham & Mr B R McKinley 

 

15th July 1970 Merger of Belfast Banking Company with Northern Bank 

Two articles written by Gavin Bamford (History Hub Ulster) were published on ‘the Roamer’ page of 

the News Letter. 

 

2009 – Old Warrenpoint Forum – ‘brian’ posted on 3rd August 2009 

‘Where is this garden?’ 
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20th May 2013 – Closure of Danske Bank, Warrenpoint 

In February 2013, Danske Bank (Northern Bank trading as) announced that their branches in 

Newcastle, Castlewellan and Warrenpoint would close permanently. The first two merged into 

Downpatrick branch and Warrenpoint merged into Newry branch. 

 

Osborne King – Sale Brochure 

Former Bank Premises – 1 Queen Street, Warrenpoint 

 

2020 – Building converted to retail space and two apartments 
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Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – OSNI Historical Maps 1832-1846 Series 1 

 

The plot for the bank site is overprinted ‘Warrenspoint’. 

 

Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – OSNI Historical Maps 1846-1862 Series 2 

 

The plot for the bank site is overprinted ‘Warrenpoint’. 
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Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – OSNI Historical Maps 1900-1907 Series 3 

 

The bank site has not yet been developed. 

 

Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – OSNI Historical Maps 1905-1957 Series 4 

 

 

The bank building and garden are now showing as separate plots. 
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Public Record Office Northern Ireland (PRONI) – OSNI Historical Maps 1919-1963 Series 5 

 

 

An outhouse is now showing on the bank back yard. The bank and garden are still showing as 

separate plots. 

 

   

       [Courtesy of Google Earth Street View] 

An examination of the title deeds may explain the two plots. A substantial red brick wall extends 

past the back-yard gateway whilst a rendered wall extends the length of the rear garden. 
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15th February 1915 – Belfast News Letter 

 

This may have been a staff or a customer collection on behalf of the fund described below. 
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20th January 1916 – Belfast News Letter 

 

 

Apply to the manager, Belfast Bank, Newry or Warrenpoint 

 

Belfast Banking Company – Property Photographic Album 1918 – Opened 1914 

 

 

In the archives of Northern Bank (now Danske Bank) there is a small photograph album of all the 

Belfast Banking Company properties as at 1918. 
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1923 – Quotation to decorate the bank 

 

Courtesy of Brian McCalmont Twitter feed. 
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9th July 1927 – Belfast News Letter    15th July 1927 – Portadown Times 

   

 

These press reports mention Mr E A Brill who was described as manager of Belfast Bank, of 

Warrenpoint in 1924. 
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9th July 1943 – Belfast Telegraph 

 

Death notice for Mr Edward Albert BRILL, late manager of the Belfast Bank, Warrenpoint. 

 

 

 

17th September 1946 – Belfast News Letter  18th September 1946 – Northern Whig 

    

Mr Albert Bingham, official in the Belfast Bank, Warrenpoint attended the funeral. 
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27th September 1947 – Belfast News Letter 

25th October 1947 – Belfast News Letter 

25th October 1947 – Northern Whig 

   

 

This was a public appeal for contributions towards a wedding present for HRH Princess Elizabeth to 

Philip Mountbatten. 

A staff member, Mr I D Duffin is mentioned.  Douglas Irvine Duffin was born in 1887. Following his 

education, he joined the Belfast Banking Company in 1905/06 and served in Bushmills, Londonderry 

and Warrenpoint. He served during the Great War and ended up as a Company Quarter Master 

Sergeant (CQMS) serving for a while in East Africa. He retired in 1949 as manager of Warrenpoint 

branch. Further information can be found here - 

https://northernbankwarmemorials.blogspot.com/2020/05/duffin-douglas-irvine.html 

 

 

 

  

https://northernbankwarmemorials.blogspot.com/2020/05/duffin-douglas-irvine.html
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1950s – Old Warrenpoint Forum – ‘xpaddy’ posted on 14th October 2009 
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6th February 1954 – Belfast Telegraph 

 

 

This was also syndicated to the Larne Times (11th February 1954), the Ballymena Weekly Telegraph 

(12th February 1954 and the Portadown News (13th February 1954). 

 

 

19th February 1959 – Belfast Telegraph 

 

 

Members of staff of Belfast Banking Company, Warrenpoint. Mr A Bingham and Mr B R McKinley. 
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15th July 1970 - Merger of Belfast Banking Company with Northern Bank – part 1 – 24th June 2020 
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15th July 1970 - Merger of Belfast Banking Company with Northern Bank – part 2 – 26th June 2020 
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2009 – Old Warrenpoint Forum – ‘brian’ posted on 3rd August 2009 

‘Where is this garden?’ 
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Osborne King – Sale Brochure 

Former Bank Premises – 1 Queen Street, Warrenpoint 

 

Exterior of bank 

 

Interior of former bank 
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2020 Staff Recollections 

 

“Lovely old building ... many years ago there was a garden out the back which the 

manager and his wife looked after” 

 

“This was my first branch and started here on 1st November 1977. It was the day after 

the book deposits had been balanced. Apparently, they had worked until 11.30 the night 

before getting said books balanced. A totally different era.” 

 

2020 Facebook and Twitter Social Media 

Following my visit and guided tour around the old bank building, I posted my photographs on the 

following social media: 

1) Facebook – Belfast Banking Company Architecture page – 

https://www.facebook.com/belfastbankingcompany 

To date (14th September 2020) the post has reached 12,661 people and has had 4,974 engagements 

through 30 shares. 

 

2) Facebook – a private Northern Bank former officials’ group 

 

3) Twitter – my reply (@jggb1) to a post by @RostrevorRARE –

https://twitter.com/RostrevorRARE/status/1303606166539456513 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/belfastbankingcompany
https://twitter.com/RostrevorRARE/status/1303606166539456513

